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SAN FRANCISCO, 
Sept. 23 — Sara Jane 
Moore was ordered today 
to undergo psychiatric 
examination of her com- 
petence to stand trial on 
charges of attempting to 
assassinate President 
Ford. 

The 45-year-old woman, 
who fired a .38-caliber bullet 
at Mr. Ford on Monday, was 
committed to San Diego 
Metropolitan Correctional 
Center for mental teats that 
make take up to 60 days. 

A plump, matronly figure 
in pale blue pants suit, 
Moore appeared calm but 
did not speak during the 28- 
minute proceeding before 
Federal Magistrate Owen £. 
Woodruff Jr. Her court-ap- 
pointed attorney, James F. 
Hewitt, described his client 
outside the courtroom as 
“vague and disjointed." 

Hewitt said that her de- 
fense against the charge of 
assault on the President in 
the shooting incident out- 
side the St Francis Hotel 
“more than likely will be 
mental illness." 

The former accountant 
remains under $500,000 
bond at lekst until Friday, 
while her attorney decides 
whether to appeal the terms 
of today's commitment 
order. 

Meanwhile, law enforce- 
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Moore arrives for court hearing in San Francisco. 



ment authorities were pur 
suing leads indicating that 
she had purchased the .38- 

caliber revolver used m the 

attack on the President at 
a Bay Area gun shop just 
hours before Monday s ^ 
<.|rtent— the second assauu 

nn Mr Ford In 17 days. 

Officials said the evidence 
indicates that California s 
gun control law, w 
quires a five-day waiUng 
period on such gun sales, 

had been broken. 

Police, alerted by a phone 
can from Moore that she 
might "test the system of 

presidential securi^had 

confiscated a -^ al '° er 

handgun from her on Sun- 
day afternoon. 

In her court appearance 
today Moore sat upright 

with hands clasped In he 
lap, occasionally whispering 
to Hewitt and another pub- 
lic defender, Frank Bcll.^ 

1 See MOORE. A12, Col. 7 ^ 
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She smiled at acquaintances 
In the audience when she 
entered end laughed twice 
when Woodruff broke the 
tension in the courtroom 
with small jokes. 

But talking to reporters 
after today’s hearing, He- 
witt said, “I’m concerned 
about her mental condition.” 
Asked if she seemed “per- 
fectly all right” when he 
interviewed her for three 
hours today, he replied, “I 
wouldn’t want to say^ she’s 
perfectly all right, no.” 

He said her conversation 
was rambling and her un- 
derstanding of her situation 
“vague.” 

Most of today’s proceed- 
ing was occupied with argu- 
ments between Hewitt and 
U.S. Attorney James L. 
Browning over conditions 
for the psychiatric examina- 
tion. 

Hewitt lost an effort to 
guarantee the presence of 
defense counsel and de- 
fense-chosen psychiatrists 
during the examination. He 
also failed to obtain an 
order barring any question- 
ing by the psychiatrists of 
the circumstances of Mon- 
day’s shooting. 

However, Woodruff 
agreed that a tape recording 
would be made of the psy- 
chiatric interviews and that 
the prosecution would not 
be given the record of the 
mental tests until it had 
been screened by the court 
and the defense team. 

Hewitt also was successful 
in obtaining an order pre- 
venting law enforcement of- 
ficials from interviewing his 
client without his knowl- 
edge. 

Hewitt said if Moore is 
found to be mentally incom- 
petent to stand trail, she 
would likely be sent for “a 
reasonable period of time” 
to a federal mental hospital, 
probably St. Elizabeths in 
Washington. 

He defined “a reasonable 
period” as six months to a 
year, after which she would 
ka ro-r»vn mined ancl if de- 



termined to be permanently 
incompetent, she'd have to- 
be committed to a state bos- ’ 
pital.” 

A provision of California 
law could be a problem 
there, Hewitt said, because 
it says “you can’t lock her 
up unless she’s gravely disa- 
bled.” 

Earlier today, another per- 
son who threatened the 
President’s life during his 
tumultuous day in San Fran- 
cisco was arraigned and 
placed under $25,000 bond • 
on the lesser charge of ; 
“threats against the Presi- 
dent” „ , 

Benedict L. Silcio, 27, of 
New Orleans, who had ear- 
lier given his name as Ron- 
ald Carlo, was arrested after 
giving two employees of the 
St Francis Hotel a note» 
reading, “Mission— to gun 
down President Ford. Need 
to have a room for awhile, 
for three People.” 

Silcio was arrested about 
a half-hour before Mr. Ford 
came into downtown San 
Francisco for the first of 
two speeches and about five . 
hours before the assassina- 
tion attempt while he was 
leaving the St Francis. , 
Chester G. Moore, an as- 
sistant U.S. attorney, was- 
asked if there was any sus-, 
pected connection between 
the two incidents, and said,. 
“None at this time.” 

In a third Incident the Se- 
cret Service reported that a 
David Eugene Salisbury of 
San Jose, about 50 miles 
south of here, had been ar- 
rested late Monday night , 
for threatening Mr. Ford's 
life in a phone call to a local . 
telephone operator. 

After some initial confu- 
sion, police said today that, 
the shot Moore aimed at the 
President from her vantage' 
point about 40 feet away 
went through a wooden 
planter box and hit the side-, 
walk a few feet in front of' 
him. It then ricocheted up 
and struck another specta-’ 
tor, John Ludwig, a San 
Francisco cabdriver. 

Ludwig was treated for an 
injury in the groin and was 
released from the hospital. 



